
 

Understanding and Accessing  
Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) 

EPSDT is Medicaid's comprehensive and preventive child health program for individuals under age 21.  

What is it? 
EPSDT is a complete benefit package that provides periodic check-ups (screenings) and necessary 

treatment to children enrolled in Medicaid.  

EPSDT offers four types of screens: Medical, Vision, Hearing, and Dental.  

These screens are scheduled at appropriate age intervals to meet current pediatric, adolescent, and 

dental practices so that children receive services necessary to maintain their health.  

Who is eligible for EPSDT?  
All Medicaid-eligible children under the age of 21 qualify for EPSDT. For information about who is 

eligible for Medicaid, contact the SC Department of Health and Human Services at (888) 549-0820 or 

http://www.scdhhs.gov/ 

What services does EPSDT cover?  
EPSDT must include screening, diagnostic services, treatment, and education. More information is 

available from the United States Department of Health and Human Services, 

http://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/bytopics/benefits/early-and-periodic-

screening-diagnostic-and-treatment.html  

Medical Screening Services  
 Complete health and developmental history, including physical and mental health assessment  

 Unclothed physical exam  

 Appropriate immunizations  

 Certain laboratory tests  

 Lead poisoning prevention/screening  

Diagnosis  
If screening services indicate there is a need for a more complete evaluation of the child’s health or 

some specific condition, that evaluation and diagnosis should be provided without delay.  

Treatment:  
EPSDT requires that state Medicaid agencies arrange for, directly or through referrals, treatment or 

other measures to correct or improve physical and mental illnesses discovered by the screenings.  

Examples: Mental Health Services, Vision Services, Hearing Services, Speech Therapy, Occupational 

Therapy, Physical Therapy, Dental Services, Health Education, Nursing Services, and Attendant Care 

Health.  

http://www.scdhhs.gov/
http://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/bytopics/benefits/early-and-periodic-screening-diagnostic-and-treatment.html
http://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid-chip-program-information/bytopics/benefits/early-and-periodic-screening-diagnostic-and-treatment.html


 

Education 
Health education and counseling for both parents (or guardians) and children is required. It should 

assist them in understanding the child's development and provide information about the benefits of 

healthy lifestyles and practices as well as accident and disease prevention 

Getting EPSDT Services  
 Parents or guardians of children who have Medicaid should ask the child’s doctor and service 

providers about getting EPSDT services. Since Medicaid does not have a list of all services covered 
by EPSDT, healthcare providers must be careful to explain why the service is needed.  

 Free transportation to EPSDT appointments can be arranged by contacting the “Medicaid 
Transportation Broker” for your county. You can get the number by calling the SC Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) at 1-888-549-0820 or checking their website at: 
https://www.scdhhs.gov/site-page/transportationbeneficiary-information  

 If a child has a caseworker, the parents or guardians can request help from the caseworker in 
scheduling appointments or transportation for EPSDT services.  

 If the family has difficulty communicating in English, then EPSDT information must be given in the 
language the family can understand, including sign language. 

 

 

Source: http://pandasc.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/EPSDT-Fact-Sheet-10-14.pdf 
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